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mately annihilated.'* The Tory motto on taking office
in 1874 was " Sanitas sanitorum omnia sanitas ; "
that of a famous physician was " Diagnosis, diagnosis,
diagnosis ; " Syed Ahmed's was " Educate, educate,
educate." " All the socio-political diseases of India
may," he once said to me, "be cured by this treat-
ment. Cure the root, and the tree will flourish." In
1858, therefore, he had made his first attempt at
education, by opening at Moradabad a school specially
for the study of modern history. There being, in his
estimation, no books in the native languages suitable
for this branch of study, the idea of a Translation
Society dawned on his mind. In 1862 he was trans-
ferred as subordinate judge to Ghazimore, and almost
immediately commenced the first commentary on the
Bible ever written by a Mohammedan. The difficul-
ties incurred by him in writing this abstruse work may
be imagined when it is borne in mind that he was
ignorant of English ; that all the accessible theological
works treating of his subject were written in that
language; and that he had to have these various
books translated into Urdu, and read to or by him,
Undeterred by these difficulties, however, he worked
at the Commentary for years, until other, and to him
more important, tasks claimed all his energies. Three
volumes have been published : the first treating of the
Bible as a whole ; the second commenting on Genesis
up to the eleventh chapter ; and the third dealing with
the Gosoel of St. Matthew.